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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-602
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Redman
Date of Introduction: September 10, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: September 13, 2013
Type of Action: Authorization of intergovernmental agreement; designation of oversight agency
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes the execution of a Cooperative Agreement between the City and the Jacksonville Transportation Authority evidencing the City’s commitment to maintain certain public facilities used by JTA for a federally funded Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system for the useful life of those facilities as defined by federal grant regulations.  The bill authorizes the Public Works Department and Office of General Counsel to take such actions as may be necessary in conjunction with the execution of documents, issuance of permits, and other actions to fulfill the terms of the agreement and satisfy federal grant requirements.
Background Information: The JTA plans to eventually construct 4 BRT lines, one in each quadrant of the city, to provide frequent, efficient bus transportation from suburban areas to the city center using a combination of existing streets combined with new traffic signal control technology, dedicated travel lanes for buses on some roads, enhanced bus stops with ticket machines, park and ride lots, and transit information systems. The first phase to be constructed will be the North Corridor BRT along Lem Turner Road and Norwood Avenue to the FSCJ Downtown campus.  The federal government will pay 80% of the cost of construction through Federal Transit Administration grants, the state will contribute 10% and the JTA will fund 10%.  The City’s involvement is required because a condition of the receipt of the federal grants is that the entity owning the capital facilities must commit to adequately maintaining those facilities for the useful life of the project (20 years for roadways, guideways, stations, shelters, and other major capital facilities).  Since City streets and sidewalks will be part of the project, the City’s maintenance commitment is required for those elements.  The JTA will be responsible for maintenance of all the infrastructure it constructs for the system using federal funds.
Ordinance 2013-195-E authorized a Cooperative Agreement for City maintenance of facilities utilized for the North Corridor BRT line.  This bill covers facilities utilized for Downtown Phase 1, including BRT “superstops” on the Southbank on Kings Avenue and on the Northbank on Broad and Jefferson streets, Bay Street and Forsyth Street.
Policy Impact Area: Public Works maintenance commitment
Fiscal Impact: The Public Works Department reports that the City’s responsibility for maintaining its defined infrastructure will entail little to no additional cost beyond what is already routinely provided on those facilities.
Analyst: Clements
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